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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

January 2026

Saturdays: 4pm Divine Service
Sundays: 9:30am Divine Service
Wednesdays: 6pm Worship Service (Divine Service w/communion every 1%t & 3" Wednesday)
Monday Bible Study in January
January 15 Coffee with Friends
January 15 Elders & Council Meetings

January 22 Lutheran Women in Mission



St. John Lutheran - January 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
4:00 PM - Saturday
Worship Service
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:30 AM - Sunday 1:00 PM - Adult Bible 6:00 PM - Trail Life 5:00 PM - Community 4:00 PM - Saturday
Morning Worship Study Meal Worship Service
6:00 PM - Midweek
Worship Service
6:30 PM - Wednesday
School
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:30 AM - Sunday 1:00 PM - Adult Bible 5:00 PM - Community 9:00 AM - Coffee with 4:00 PM - Saturday
Morning Worship Study Meal Friends Worship Service
6:00 PM - Midweek 6:00 PM - Elders
Worship Service Meeting
6:30 PM - Wednesday 7:00 PM - Council
School Meeting
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:30 AM - Sunday 1:00 PM - Adult Bible | 6:00 PM - Trail Life 5:00 PM - Community | 1:00 PM - Luthera 4:00 PM - Saturday
Morning Worship Study Meal Women in Mission Worship Service
10:45 AM - Voters’ 6:00 PM - Midweek
Meeting Worship Service
6:30 PM - Wednesday
School
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

9:30 AM - Sunday
Morning Worship

1:00 PM - Adult Bible
Study

5:00 PM - Community
Meal

6:00 PM - Midweek
Worship Service

6:30 PM - Wednesday
School

10 AM - Strategic
Planning - Goals
4:00 PM - Saturday
Worship Service

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Saturday and Sunday and, on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month.




Allar Guilg January 2026

,/ = / Office hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-2pm Office Phone: 715-423-7788
' 7 Head Elder: Jeff Zimmerman 715-751-1050
Altar Guild: Judy Shepard 715-347-8242
Birthdays Anniversaries Elder Schedule
1t Juan Bonilla Sat.3rd R.D. Manke
3rd John Hall Sun.4th Doug Ross
4t Geno Richmond Wed. 7th Scott Federwitz
5th Judy Monje Sat.10th Chuck Peters
11th Darleen Rabska Sun.11th Jeff Zimmerman
13t Piper Rosenthal Wed.14th Lew Porter
13th Elizabeth Weiland Sat.17th Chuck Bossingham
14th Elliana Sweeney Sun.18th
14t Timothy Geiger Wed.215t Darwin Lamb
15th Richard Manke Sat.24th Jim Schoenick
17th Lucas Schoenick Sun.25th Bill Coley
18t Lydia Twinn Wed.28t Jim Schoenick
20th Wyatt Howard Sat.31st

22nd Anjta Westfall

25th Elana Christensen

26th Tsaac Brost

27th Kathie Geiger

27th Vicki Alft




St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church

January 2026

Mission Statement: Our mission is to proclaim Christ crucified and worship the Holy Trinity.

Purpose Statement: By the work of the Holy Spirit we are gathered together in Christ to proclaim
the good news of Jesus and mercy of God to all people in our community. We do this through
historical, biblical, Christ-centered worship and teaching.

Lutheran Women in Mission
The Lutheran in Mission meeting will be on January 22nd at 1:00 PM

January Wednesday Evening Following Meals. Please join us between 5 & 6 for a meal,
followed by church from 6 to 630 and weekday school following the service.

Strategic Planning — Join us on Saturday, January 31 at 10 AM for our final congregation wide
strategic planning session where we hope to set goals for the near future. Your input is crucial.

January Organ Fund Update

Thank You! Thank You! to all who have so generously donated to the Organ Fund. The total received
to date is over $48,000.00 with a balance of approximately $ 31,000.00.

Donations have been received from MANY individuals along with donations from ORGANIZATIONS
within St. John Church.

Donations may be made by using the “Organ Fund” envelopes on the Thermometer board, placing
your donation in the Offering Plate or you may use your own envelope— (PLEASE note “ORGAN
FUND” and your name on the envelope). Donations may also be placed in the Church Office or
mailed to

St. John Ev. Lutheran, 8020 South Park Road, Wisconsin Rapids, WI. 54494.
We are getting closer to the goal...we can almost hear the music!

Thank You again to ALL who have made Organ Fund donations!



Lutheran Hour Broadcast

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the following radio stations on Sunday Morning: WAXX 104.5
FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM at 8 a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 FM at 8:30 a.m.;

and WRVM 91.3 FM, 94.3 FM or 101.3 FM at 10 a.m.

January 2026

January 4th

"A Little Light, Reading"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

The Book of Job is not light reading, but Christians read it in the Light of Christ.
(Job 1:8)

January 11th

"Fearless and Endless Growing"

Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Daniel Paavola

God's Word grows like a perfect garden, bearing fruit in every season. Colossians 1:1-14)

January 18st

"God's Plan = Jesus"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

God's plans for us are not me-centered; they are Christ-centered. Dr. Zeigler talks with "Soul Surfer"
author, Bethany Hamilton.

(John 16:33)

January 25t

"Getting the Talk Started"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

God's Law-talk prepares us for God's Gospel-talk. Author Tim Carter (The Executioner's Redemption)
is featured.

(Luke 11:1)



https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp
https://www.lhm.org/about/zeigler-bio.asp

Stewardship Under the Cross

Why should I Tithe?
A Bible Study on Money Offerings

We do not make God poor when we fail to give money to Him properly, but we do make
ourselves poor if we do not give according to the standards He sets for us in His Word, the Bible. God
does not need our money, but we need to give the way the Bible tells us to in order to overcome the
negative influence money and the things of this world can have on us.

Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or
be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
Matthew 6:24

Some of the teachings of the Bible are more difficult than others. For many the teachings about
money, possessions and offerings are among the most difficult. But God’s instructions are for our
good, not for our harm. If we follow His instructions, we will be free and content. Jesus said in John
8:36 “If the Son sets you free, you will indeed be free.” We also read in 1 Timothy 6:6 that “...godliness
with contentment is great wealth.” That is God’s desire for His people: freedom, godliness, and
contentment. That is also the desire of this church for its members and associates. That is why this
Bible study is presented to you. Please pray for the Lord to make you open to His message, then go
through the study. If you live in a family setting, it would probably be good to do the study together.

1. To whom does my money belong?
a. 'The silver is mine, and the gold is mine,” says the Lord Almighty. Haggai 2:8
b. King David said to God, “But who am I, and who are my people, that we could give anything
to you? Everything we have has come from you, and we give you only what you have already
given us!” 1 Chr. 29:14
So everything I have really belongs to God. I am merely His manager of those things.

2. What 5 requirements does God make on every Christian regarding money offerings?
a. “You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don’t give
reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully.” 2
Corinthians 9:7
So the Lord wants me to make my money offerings willingly.

b. “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first part of everything your land produces.
Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with the finest wine.”
Proverbs 3:9-10

The Lord wants me to make my money offerings to Him first. He is not pleased when I give

Him leftovers.

c. “On the first day of every week, each of you should put aside some amount of money in
relation to what you have earned and save it for this offering. Don’t wait until I get there
and then try to collect it all at once.” 1 Corinthians 16:2

This tells me that the Lord wants me to make my money offerings to Him regularly, that is,

whenever I have income, whether I am able to go to church that week or not.

1 This article is from the booklet Stewardship Under the Cross by Rev. Heath Curtis.
https://resources.lems.org/reading-study/stewardship-under-the-cross-book-planning-guide/



“On every Lord’s Day, each of you should put aside some amount of money in relation to
what you have earned and save it for this offering. Don’t wait until I get there and then try
to collect it all at once.” 1 Corinthians 16:2

“Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed
you.” Deut. 16:17

“Much is required from those to whom much is given, and much more is required from
those to whom much more is given.” Luke 12:48

The Lord tells me that it is not the amount itself that is important. What is important is that I
make my money offerings proportionately. In other words, I should give a generous
percentage of the income the Lord enables me to earn through my work and investments.

€.

“Now I want to tell you, dear brothers and sisters, what God in his kindness has done for
the churches in Macedonia. Though they have been going through much trouble and hard
times, their wonderful joy and deep poverty have overflowed in rich generosity. For I can
testify that they gave not only what they could afford but far more. And they did it of their
own free will. They begged us again and again for the gracious privilege of sharing in the gift
for the Christians in Jerusalem.”2 Corinthians 8:1-4

Jesus said, “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown
me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” Luke 7:47

So my money offerings to the Lord should also be made generously.

Here’s the list of Biblical principles when it comes to making money offerings:
1. Willingly
2. First
3. Regularly (whenever I have income)
4. Proportionately (percentage)
5. Generously (Faithful Christian giving starts at a tithe)

3. What if I serve the Lord faithfully, even exceptionally, in other areas? Does that mean
I don’t need to follow these directions about money offerings?

a.

“Since you excel in so many ways—you have so much faith, such gifted speakers, such
knowledge, such enthusiasm, and such love for us—now I want you to excel also in this
gracious ministry of giving.” 2 Corinthians 8:7

Jesus once compared offerings with “the important things of the law—justice, mercy, and
faith.” And he said, “You should tithe, yes, but you should not leave undone the more
important things.” Matthew 23:23

So no matter how well or faithfully I may serve in some areas, the Lord expects me to follow
His directions regarding money offerings, also, and even to excel in this area.



4. What exactly is “tithing” and what does God say about it.?

“To tithe” literally means “to give 10%.” The command about tithing was part of the Old Testament
laws for the nation of Israel. So what God said in the Law is no longer a requirement, although the
principle remains. (The principle in the Bible is that offerings begin at 10%.) But the Lord’s promises
never change. And consider this promise about tithing:

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,’
says the Lord Almighty, ‘I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so
great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Let me prove it to you! Your crops will
be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not shrivel before
they are ripe,’ says the Lord Almighty.” Mal. 3:10-11

5. Is it true that some people have tried tithing and it didn’t work for them?

If that’s true, then God’s Word is not true. We should remember that the Bible does not say that
tithing can be done without sacrifice. But God does say that the blessings will far outweigh any
hardship if the tithing is done consistently and from the heart.

6. Is getting a blessing from God my motivation for tithing?
No, the motivation is His amazing love for me. Consider these three Scriptures:

e Galatians 2:20 “I myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me. So I live my life in this earthly
body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

e 2 Corinthians 8:9 “You know how full of love and kindness our Lord Jesus Christ was. Though
he was very rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you
rich.”

e 2 Corinthians 5:15 “He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer
live to please themselves. Instead, they will live to please Christ, who died and was raised for
them.”

7. Please prayerfully consider the following statements. If you live in a family setting,
please talk and pray about them together.

e The Lord has blessed us with all we need for this body and life.

e Have we been making first-fruit, regular, proportionate and generous (at least 10%, a tithe)
money offerings to the Lord from the heart?

e If so, what other needs in our church and community can use our attention?

e If not — what steps can we take to move in a faithful direction?



