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Mission Statement: We are called by God to be the light of the world. We are to go forth and
show Jesus’ love and forgiveness through loving care for all God’s creation.
Adult Bible Class
We continue reading
through the
Scriptures on
Sunday mornings
with the Gospel
Project
Chronological study
as our road map. We will begin study of the
New Testament and the Gospels. Please join
us on Sunday mornings at 8:05 a.m. Please
note that we will not meet on December 24
and 31.
Together at Christmas
– Children Lead
Christmas Service
Our Weekday School
Students will be leading
us in a special Christmas service, Together at
Christmas, on Sunday morning, December 10,
during our morning worship time.
We will come together as the family of God to
hear voices of children reveal the saving
message that Christ is born for us all.
Recitations by the children in this service help
us to remember that we need to go beyond
buying presents, sending Christmas cards,
sharing cookies and wrapping gifts this season
and focus our attention on being present,
sending peace, sharing joy and wrapping each
other in love. A family table centerpiece serves
as a gathering place to communicate the Good
News to one
another.

Following the service, the Weekday School
Students and Staff will be hosting a special
coffee fellowship downstairs in the church
fellowship hall. We hope you will be able to join
us for this special service and fellowship
afterward.
Advent Services
In this series, we
celebrate together
as the family of
God the coming of
his Son for our salvation. Each week will focus
on a different activity for our “to-do list” that is
centered on giving and sharing instead of on
materialism. The theme verse for the entire
series is: “Save us, O Lord our God, and gather
us from among the nations, that we may give
thanks to your holy name and glory in your
praise” (Psalm 106:47).
• December 6: Be Present (Malachi 3:1-7):
Instead of spending all our time in Advent
buying presents, we in God’s family set aside
space to be present for one another, as Christ is
coming to be present with us.
• December 13: Send Peace (Micah 5:2-5a):
Beyond sending cards to loved ones this Advent
season, we do all we can as the family of God
to send peace to one another because the
Prince of Peace is on his way.
• December 20: Share Joy (Zephaniah 3:1420): In this time when we share cookies and
other treats with one another, we share joy with
those around us that they might taste and see
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that the Lord is good to us through the birth of
his Son.
Mid-Week Advent Services will be held at
10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. each week.
Christmas Eve Service
Join us for a very special Christmas Eve
service called “Be
the Light.” Christ,
the Light of All,
was born into this
dark world on
Christmas Eve,
and now we are
called to be light
in the world,
pointing people to
him. The theme of divine light shining in deep
darkness is captured in this candlelight service
that welcomes the true Light, born for us. The
beloved Christmas carols, classic Scripture
readings, inspiring words of the homily and the
original prayers will be sure to brighten your
Christmas Eve.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held
at 9:30 a.m., 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Christmas
Day Service
Join us for a
special
Christmas
Day service
called
“Returning to the Manger.” The service will
highlight how we should continue to return to
the manger during the Christmas season and
beyond to remember the wonderful event that
happened there, instead of focusing on
returning to the mall to return or exchange
unwanted gifts. The beloved Christmas carols,
classic Scripture readings, inspiring words of
the homily and the original prayers will be sure
to enrich your Christmas Day experience.
Christmas Day Service of Holy Communion
will be held at 9:30 a.m.

Annual Twelfth Night
Celebration
We will once again be
celebrating the Twelfth Night
“Epiphany” with our 3rd
Annual Twelfth Night Celebration on
Wednesday, January 3, 2018. Join us for food,
fellowship, and Epiphany Bingo. Watch for signup sheet and further details coming later in
December.
Fruit Basket Lists
The Ladies Aid will be
putting together fruit
baskets in December for
members 75 years of age or
older. If you or someone you know is not on the
list and would like a fruit basket please notify the
church office or the Ladies Aid. We don’t want
to miss anyone that qualifies for one! Thanks
for helping us keep our list up to date. The
Ladies Aid You may pick up your basket the
weekend of December 16 & 17 after the
service.
Marlyn Alft, Jeanine Arneson, Mabel Behn,
Joanne Behrend, Lee & Flora Bottensek, Harriet
Brandt, Bill Coley, David & Dorothy Cook, John
& Doreen Cook, Ron & Marcia Doescher, Jim
Eberhardt, Gordon Eberhardt, Ardis Fredrick,
Ronald Geiger, Grace Gilman, Robert
Hanneman, Les & Mona Heindl, Eva Helke,
Emily Henke, Chet James, Doug Kasten, Dick &
Kathy Kertis, Bev Kirst, Arlene Knoll, Lorin &
Carol Lutz, Ray & Judy Monje, Pastor Paul
Mueller, Laura Neinfeldt,, Doris Oleson, Marion
Oleson, Allan & Judy Ontl, Shirley Piekarski,
Elaine Polansky, Lester Rabska, Nathalie
Reinke, Charles & Darlene Rickman, Raymond
& Marlene Rogers, Bertie Rosenthal, Nancy
Saeger, Gladys Sawaska, Jerry & Rose
Schimke, Larry Shepard, Helen Schoenick,
Donald & Ardel Schoenick, Howard Schuldt,
Don & Betty Spurlock, Jerry & Donna Strack,
Gene & Marianne Timm, Robert Warren, Jean
Zeman and Dorothy Zimmerman.
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Worship for Shut—Ins

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 - Rev. William Mueller

Worship for Shut-Ins (WFSI)
is a thirty-minute Christian
worship experience featuring
classic hymns, the Apostles’
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
a 10-minute message by
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod pastors.
Beginning on June 28, 2015, RCCA will begin
airing WSFI on Solarus Cable Channel 3 and
Charter Cable Channel 985 on Sunday
mornings at 6:30 am and Wednesday mornings
at 8:00 am.

In God's Word, we read how we will have
troubles in this world, but God encourages us to
take heart because He has overcome the world.
It is true that we know all too easily how wicked
this world can be. But God has good news for
us – good news of such a nature and to such an
extent that our lives will forever be changed!

WSFI can also be seen on Stevens Point
Community TV (Charter Cable Channel 984) at
the following times: Mondays 12:30 pm,
Tuesdays 2:00 pm, Thursdays 2:30 pm, Fridays
10:30 am and Saturdays at 11:00 am.
December 3, 2017 – First Sunday in Advent
Psalm: 80:1-7; Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-7;
Gospel: Mark 13:28-37
“Do We Or Don’t We?” - Sermon Text: Mark
13:29,33 – Rev. Dr. Thomas Ahlersmeyer
What Do We or Don’t We know about the
second coming of Jesus? How does what we
know and don’t know shape our daily lives?
December 10, 2017 – Second Sunday in
Advent
Psalm: 80; Old Testament: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11;
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
“The Trailblazer” - Sermon Text: Mark 1:4 Rev. James Elsner

December 24, 2017 – Fourth Sunday in
Advent
Psalm: 89:1-5; Epistle: Romans 16:25-27;
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
“A Great Announcement” - Sermon Text:
Luke 1:26-38 - Rev. Walter Maier III
The angel Gabriel made a great announcement
to Mary. This story brings us comfort and joy,
as we consider the way the announcement was
made, what was announced, and how God
prepared Mary for the role announced to her.
December 31, 2017 – First Sunday after
Christmas
Psalm: 111; Epistle: Galatians 4:4-7; Gospel:
Luke 2:22-40
“Mother and Son” - Sermon Text: Luke 2:2240 - Rev. Paul Shoemaker
When Mary and Joseph brought the infant
Jesus to Jerusalem Simeon confessed: "my
eyes have seen Your salvation." Jesus is our
salvation. He has come to "redeem those who
were under the Law."
Scrip Scrap Corner

The life of a trailblazer is risky! It takes courage
to do something new – something that’s right
and good. John the Baptist was a bold
trailblazer for Jesus. He shows us the way for
making things new again!
December 17, 2017 – Third Sunday in Advent
Psalm: 126; Old Testament: Isaiah 61:1-4, 811; Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
“Good News for a Change!” - Sermon Text

Before you know it, Christmas
will be here! It is not to late to
purchase scrip gift cards for
your last minute gifts. We have a large selection of
cards in stock such as Walmart, Kohl’s, Younkers,
McDonald’s, Kwik Trip and Pizza Ranch to name a
few and have many other ones. We can also place
a special order for any cards you may want. Please
consider helping out St. John and do your Christmas
shopping at church. The profit for November was
$124.85.
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Lutheran Hour
Broadcast
The Lutheran Hour
can be heard on the
following radio stations
on Sunday Morning:
WAXX 104.5 FM at
6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM at 8 a.m.; WDUX
92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 FM at 8:30
a.m.; and WRVM 91.3 FM, 94.3 FM or 101.3
FM at 10 a.m.
December 3
"Advent Adventure"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Dale A. Meyer
Sometimes our faith gets weaker, sometimes it
grows stronger. Let's take this Advent to heart,
and "live by faith, and not by sight."
(Mark 13:24-37)
December 10
"Prep Time"
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev.
Dr. Ken Klaus
Preparing for Christmas is quite different than
preparing for Christ. Today's Lutheran Hour
message explores those differences.
(Mark 1:1-3)
December 17
"Life Narrows Down"
Guest Speaker: Dr. Dale A. Meyer
John the Baptist had a passion for the Lamb of
God. What's your passion in life? How far into
the future will it take you?
(John 1:6-8, 19-28 (John testifies to Christ))
December 24
"The Greatest Story Ever Told"
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev.
Dr. Ken Klaus
What is your favorite story? This Christmas
Eve Day, The Lutheran Hour speaks about
God's greatest story. (Luke 1: 30-32a)
December 31
"Children of Promise"
Our identity�as God's children encourages us
to live in His�grace, to�embrace the freedom
Jesus won,�and to�resist the ways of the
world that strive to keep us captive. (Galatians
4:4-7)

Thank You
The family of Gary
Eberhardt would like to
extend a heartfelt thank
you to all our friends at
St. John Lutheran
Church for joining together to make the
celebration of Gary's life such a special
day. Pastor Ader, thanks for sharing your gift
of preaching by combining stories of Gary's life
with his true love of God. You honored his
memory in such a beautiful way. To Donna
Weber and Brianna Jerde, thank you so much
for sharing Gary's love of music with your
special talents on the piano and singing. It
was truly a blessing to hear his favorite hymns
and songs filling the Church. And finally a
huge thanks to all who contributed so much to
the delicious luncheon following the service.
Thank you to Mona and Les for all your prep
work and to all who cooked, baked, served
and cleaned up after. We feel truly blessed to
call all of you friends....Thanks!
Ladies Aid Christmas
Party
The Ladies Aid would like
to invite all ladies of the
congregation to their
Christmas Party on
Thursday, December 7 at
noon. Bring a dish to pass and a $10.00 gift
for bingo.
Evening Guild Christmas Party
Lake Aire Supper Club—Thursday, Dec. 7
Cocktails and Socializing at 5:00 PM and
Dinner at 6:00 PM.
Annual Report Deadline
It’s that time again!!!
Annual reports from all
boards and organizations need to be brought
or e-mailed to the church office by
Wednesday, December 27, 2017
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Bazaar Thank You

Flower & Bulletin Chart

Saturday morning,
October 28th was
the date for the
Annual Fall Harvest
and Bake Sale. The
day was cool and
cloudy, and when
the doors opened,
the waiting
shoppers were
greeted with a wide variety of homemade
bakery and top-quality crafts, plus a great
selection of home-canned goods and
homegrown produce! All of these items were
accompanied by the Youth Group’s “Soup in-aJar”. Raffle tickets for the amazing baskets
were a popular item! Baskets were prepared
by individuals and families of the congregation
as well as groups and organizations of St.
John. Shoppers were invited to partake of the
Bar-B-Que luncheon topped off with a delicious
slice of pie prepared by the ladies Aid. The
Church-wide Fall Harvest and Bake Sale,
organized by the Evening Guild, extend
“THANKS” to all the congregational and
community members who donated in any way
to make this annual tradition a huge success!
Special THANKS to David and Dorothy Cook
for their donation of the many bushels of
Apples used for applesauce and pies! THANK
YOU is also sent to the Mortenson Brothers
Farms for their generous donation of Beets!
The monies raised at this event will be used to
enhance the Lord’s work in the congregation,
community, and the world! THANK YOU
again, whether you donated items, purchased
goods, placed the information on a bulletin
board, marquee or sponsored an advertisement
in the newspaper, your support is greatly
appreciated!

The new 2018 flower and
bulletin sign up charts will
be available soon on the
north bulletin board
Offering Envelopes
Please pick up your
2018 offering
envelopes beginning
Dec. 9 & 10 weekend.
There will be a cart in
the narthex with them. No labels this year.
Just pickup a box. Please include your first
and last name on your envelopes to insure
that you are getting credit for your tithe. Do
you receive unsolicited mail with free mailing
labels? This is a great way to use them!
Please wait until after January 1, 2017 to use
your new envelopes.
.
Office Thank You
I would like to
sincerely thank
everyone who has
helped me out in the
office if need be. I
would especially like to thank Betty Spurlock
for taking time out of her busy schedule to
help me with reconciling the Scrip Program
Thank you to the Ladies Aid and Evening
Guild for your generous donation to help
purchase paper for the office. Thank you to
Doug and Karen Ross for continuing to be our
after hours parcel deliveries at your home.
Also a big thank you goes out to Marcia
Doescher and Bill Coley for all you do to keep
our church looking good inside and outside.
Merry Christmas and God’s Blessings for a
Happy New Year. Sharon Coley
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Bethesda Thrift
Shop
All good things must
come to an end. The
Bethesda Thrift Shop
will close its doors in
Rapids December 30,
2017. The Mall is
sold and we must
vacate, and we could
not find a place in
town that is large enough and
affordable. With a bigger store, we get
increased utility costs, insurance, larger rent
and the need for some paid staff. When all is
added up, our profit to help the disabled folks
serviced by Bethesda was less than
$10,000.00 a year. (Our profit this past year
was $220,000.00!) So in December we will
have some great “Going Out Of Business”
sales including 75% off everything in both
stores Dec. 1-17; and 90% off everything in
the store Dec. 18-30. Some display carts,
cases, shelves and fixtures will also be
available. We Thank you for your support for
the past 14 years.
Library Thank You
The library committee
would like to thank all
those who made
donations or
purchased items at our
book sale this year.
We did very well and
all profits will go to purchase new items for
our library. We would also like to thank
Sandy Gordon and Echo Keller for helping
out.
It was greatly appreciated. If you have
donations for next year bring them anytime
throughout the year and place them in the
blue bin located in the library.

Carpet Announcement
Dear Friends, The Carpet Committee would
like to thank everyone
who completed the
Carpet Survey. A total
of 76 members
responded with 48 of
those or 63% were in
favor of new carpeting.
There were 5
additional responses
suggesting replacing only the narthex,
basement or combination thereof. Several
members added comments and questions
which the committee reviewed and
discussed. With that said, the committee
has decided to initiate put together a
campaign to raise money to pay for the
project. Contributions totaling $7,500, have
already been received for this project. It is
planned to kick off this campaign at the
annual meeting in January. In the meantime,
feel free to share comments or any ideas to
any committee member. Thank you
Jeanine Arneson, Chuck & Gail
Bossingham, Judy Monje, Judy & Larry
Shepard, Darlene & Jerry Swen and Gene
Timm

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions
Price per year is $22.01 (11 issues
June/July issue is a combined edition).
Please make your check out to St. John
Lutheran Church and on the memo line write
“Lutheran Witness”. Mail or drop your
payment off at the church office by Monday,
December 11. New subscription will begin
in March 2018.
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