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VisionPath Survey   

You will find a 
VisionPath Survey in 
the this month’s 
Newsletter. We would 
appreciate your taking 
the time to complete 
the survey honestly and completely as your 
answers will help us map out the future 
direction of St. John Congregation. Additional 
copies can be found on the back table by the 
guest register in the narthex. Deadline to 

return the surveys is August 15
th

. 

 

You may also complete the survey online by 
going to the link below on the internet or 
scanning the QR code with your smart phone 
and QR reader app. 

http://survey.lcef.org/s3/StJohn-Lutheran-

Church-Wisconsin-Rapids-WI 

 

 

 

 

. 

Adult Bible Class – Looking Ahead 

Hard to believe it is 
time to start thinking 
again of school 
starting up again, and 
of course that means 
the startup of Adult 
Bible Classes again. 

 

Sunday mornings will continue with the Gospel 
Project Chronological study that we have been 
utilizing the last few years. We are picking up 
where we left off in the spring, so most of you 
have the study guides. I will have specifics in 
the September newsletter, but tentatively we are 
going to start meeting again on Sunday, 
September 10, at 8:05 a.m. 

 

Monday afternoons we will be starting off with a 
new study #struggles: Following Jesus in a 
Selfie-Centered World. This will be a DVD 
based study, and materials (book and study 
guide) will be $20.00. If you want, you can order 
from Amazon, and there is also a Kindle edition 
of both, or indicate what you would like ordered 
on the sign-up sheet and we will get materials 
ordered for you. This will be a 5-session course 
and we will begin on Monday, September 11, at 
1:30 p.m. Following the completion of this study 
we will delve into Hallmarks of Lutheran 
Identity as we commemorate the 500

th
 year of 

the Reformation. 

 
Circuit #17 Reformation 

500 Events 

Martin Luther: An Idea 
That Changed the World 
will be shown at the UW – 
Stevens Point University 
Center Theater on 
Wednesday, October 18

th
, 

beginning at 6:00 p.m. Pastor Andy Weden from 
the Peace Campus Center has arranged for this 
showing of this movie, a PBS documentary. 

 

 
August 2017 

http://survey.lcef.org/s3/StJohn-Lutheran-Church-Wisconsin-Rapids-WI
http://survey.lcef.org/s3/StJohn-Lutheran-Church-Wisconsin-Rapids-WI
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Celebration of the 500
th

 Anniversary of the 
Reformation Service at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Stevens Point on Sunday, October 
29

th
, at 2:00 p.m. The service will feature 

some of the great music of our Lutheran 
Reformation heritage, featuring a brass 
quartet, choir, and congregational singing. 

“It’s Still All About Jesus!” 

 

Worship for Shut—Ins 

Worship for Shut-Ins 

(WFSI) is a thirty-minute 

Christian worship 

experience featuring 

classic hymns, the 

Apostles’ Creed, the 

Lord’s Prayer, and a 10-minute message by 

Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod pastors. 

Beginning on June 28, 2015, RCCA will begin 

airing WSFI on Solarus Cable Channel 3 and 

Charter Cable Channel 985 on Sunday 

mornings at 6:30 am and Wednesday 

mornings at 8:00 am.  

WSFI can also be seen on Stevens Point 

Community TV (Charter Cable Channel 984) 

at the following times: Mondays 12:30 pm, 

Tuesdays 2:00 pm, Thursdays 2:30 pm, 

Fridays 10:30 am and Saturdays at 11:00 am. 

 

August 6, 2017 – Ninth Sunday after 

Pentecost (Proper 13) 

Psalm: 136:1-9; Old Testament: Isaiah 55:1-

3a; Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 

“Jesus Takes Care of Hunger” - Sermon 
Text: Matthew 14:13-21 - Rev. Dr. Walter A. 
Maier III 

 

We, as believers, have different types of 
hunger: physical hunger, but also a hunger for 
righteousness, and for spiritual knowledge. 
Jesus, for us, takes care of all these types of 
hunger. 

 

 

August 13, 2017 – Tenth Sunday after 

Pentecost (Proper 14) 

Psalm: Psalm 34:4-8; Epistle: Romans 10:5-

13; Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33 

“Faith’s Focus” - Sermon Text: Matthew 
14:22-33 – Rev. James L. Elsner 

 

Riding a bike, driving a car, bowling – they all 
take concentration. Lose your focus and you’ve 
got problems! So, who’s the focus of your faith? 

  

August 20, 2017 – Eleventh Sunday after 

Pentecost (Proper 15) 

Psalm: 67; Old Testament: Isaiah 56:1,6-8; 

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 

“In Praise of Leftovers” - Sermon Text: 
Matthew 15:21-28 - Rev. Dr. Thomas R. 
Ahlersmeyer 

 

Leftover crumbs sound like scarcity and second-
class treatment. However, to a concerned 
mother in search of healing for her daughter, the 
“leftovers” of Jesus are more than enough! The 
abundance of blessings that we possess 
through the Gospel of Jesus Christ move us to 
gratefully praise “divine leftovers,” to sing forth 
“How Great Thou Art!” 

 

August 27, 2017 – Twelfth Sunday after 

Pentecost (Proper 16) 

Psalm: 138; Old Testament: Isaiah 51: 1-6; 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20 

“Rock of Ages” - Sermon Text: Matthew 
16:13-20 - Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker 

 

A favorite hymn is Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me. It 
reminds us that Jesus is the Rock of our 
salvatioin.  Join us and St. Peter as we confess 
Jesus as the Rock of Ages. 
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Lutheran Hour Broadcast 

 The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the 

following radio stations on Sunday Morning: 

WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM 

at 8 a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 99.9 

FM at 8:30 a.m.; and WRVM 91.3 FM, 94.3 FM 

or 101.3 FM at 10 a.m. 

August 6 
"On Thee the High and Lowly" 
It's "Archives August" and we present a classic 
message from former Speaker, Dr. Dale Meyer. 
(Exodus 20:10) 
 
August 13 
"Looking for a Good Speaker" 
"Archives August"-What do the words "Our 
Father" teach us about our relationship with 
God and with each other? (Matthew 6:9) 
August 20 
 
"God's Dog" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. 
Dr. Ken Klaus 
Was Jesus being politically incorrect--or worse--
when He compared a Canaanite woman to a 
canine? (Matthew 15:21-28) 
 
August 27 
"Absolutely Nothing" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. 
Dr. Ken Klaus 
Pastor Ken Klaus explains how something that 
is "absolutely nothing" can be a very good thing. 
(1 Corinthians 15:14-19) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Thank You 

To Pastor Ader and all my 
friends at St. John. Thank 
you for your thoughts and 
prayers during Carlotta’s 
illness and passing on June 
3, 2017—Lloyd Reiman. 

 

Funeral Thank You  

THANK YOU to the St. 
John congregation for 
your generous 
donations of hotdishes, 
salads, cheese trays, 
desserts and all the 
other food brought in for the Roger Oleson 
funeral.  Also thank you to Judy Ontl and Elaine 
Polansky co-chairman of   group 3 for 
coordinating the meal. Thank you to the kitchen 
helpers:  Judy, Elaine, Emily Saeger, Carol 
Pierce, Mona and Les Heindl. The Roger 
Oleson family expressed appreciation and 
gratitude for the fine job of serving the 
meal.  The Funeral Committee  

 

Funeral Thank You 

The family of Jere Kirst 
would like to extend a 
sincere thank you to our 
friends and family for 
the outpouring of sympathy and prayers.  We 
would also like to express a special thank you to 
Pastor Ader for his heartfelt service and 
guidance in our faith.  Thank you to Mona 
Heindl, Gail Bossingham, Diane Flick and 
Marion Oleson co-chairman of funeral groups 1 
and 2 for coordinating the meal. Thank you to 
everyone for your generous donations of hot 
dishes, salads, cheese trays, desserts and all 
the other delicious food.  We are grateful for all 
of the kind words and thoughts from our church 
family during our time of need. 

 

Reflection Brunch Thank 

You 

I really want to thank all the 
ladies that helped out at the 
Reflections Brunch and all 
the ladies that made either a cold salad or a hot 
dish. To all of our lovely people over the age of 
80 and to the families that helped them to be 
there, we greatly appreciated their company. 
Where would we be today without all their 
knowledge, humor, and love that they have 
blessed us with over the years. We had 75-80 
people that attended, which was a full house. 
Thank You again the Reflections Committee 
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A Holiday Classic 

Comes to Life   

The A-MEN Christian 
men’s group is 
planning their annual 
Christmas season trip 
this year to the Fireside 
Theater in Ft. Atkinson on Thursday, 
November 30 for a Matinee meal and show.  

Miracle on 34
th
 Street is the program that you 

will fall in love with and enjoy for quite some 
time. A wonderful and featured menu that the 
Fireside is noted for will be served in the 
restaurant prior to the 1:30 show. We should 
be ready to return home about 4:00. Trip costs 
and details will be available later this summer. 

 

LLL Zone 17 

Summer Reunion  

A reunion of the 
LLL Zone 17 will 
be held at St. John 
Lutheran Church – Kellner on Friday, August 
4

th
. Dinner will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will 

feature Swedish meatballs, buttered noodles, 
California blend vegetable, salad, dessert, and 
beverage. Following dinner we will view Rick 
Steves’ Luther and the Reformation. Cost: 
$7.50. Please make reservations to St. John at 
715-423-7788 by Wednesday, August 2

nd
. 

 

Scrip Scrap Corner 

From basics line 
pencils to big items 
like computers, 
parents have plenty of 
supplies to buy this 
back to school 
season!  Now is the time to stock up on Scrip 
for school supplies both big and small.  Scrip 
cards are available for many of your favorite 
school supply retailers.  Please consider 
supporting our church when you need to 
purchase your back to school items.  Thank 
You.  Our profit total for July was  $167.35. 

Book Sale 
Donations 
If you've been 
catching up on 
some summer 
reading and need to 
get rid of those 
books you are 
finished with please consider donating them to 
the annual church book sale in the fall. The 
library will accept books, CD, DVD, and video's 
(in good working order).  Bring your items to 
church and place them in the blue bin located 
in the Library/Media Room.  The money from 
this sale allows us to make new purchases for 
the library.  Donations are accept throughout 
the year.  Thank you!   
   
Bethesda Thrift 

Shop   

Believe it or not, at 
the Bethesda Thrift 
Shop in the Rapids 
Mall, we will begin 
our Summer 
Clearance Sales to get ready for fall!  Special 
sales include:  50% off green tagged clothing 
and shoes July 31-August 12;  50% off ALL 
clothing and shoes Aug. 14-24; 50% off almost 
everything in the store Aug. 25-26; BAG SALE 
Aug. 28 to Sept. 9.  Additional daily sales may 
also be offered.  It’s a great time to get a great 
deal to help a great mission for our disabled 
folks served by Bethesda throughout the U.S. 

 

New Thrivent Financial Office Location 

Wisconsin Rapids area Thrivent members 
have a new location where they can meet their 
representatives.  Matt Casper, Dan Demers 
and Mike Sullivan have joined offices at 3930 
8th Street South, Wisconsin Rapids (Brookside 
Office Suites  (between Subway and Jim’s 
BBQ) 
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