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Adult Bible Class  
The Sunday morning 
Bible Class will resume on 
January 10

th
 at 8:05 a.m. 

We will be continuing our 
study of the book of 
Exodus; Unit 1, Session 4 
in the Gospel Project 
Chronological study guide. 
  
The Monday afternoon Bible Class will begin 
a study of Church History. Christian History 
Made Easy on Monday, January 11 from 1:30 
– 3:00 p.m., and will run for 12 weeks. If you 
have the study materials, please review 
Session 1 of the participant’s guide and read 
through Chapter 1 of the text. 
 
Everyone is welcome to join us for these 
studies. 
 
Epiphany Family Night  
Join us on Wednesday, 
January 6, 6:00 – 7:30 
p.m. for an Epiphany 
Family Night of 
Fellowship, Food and 
Fun, special Epiphany 
Devotion, and a special 
Epiphany treat.  
 
The evening will begin with a light supper from 
6:00 – 6:30 p.m. (feel free to come when you 
can), then we will have a short devotion and 
singing practice for our Weekday School 
students, share in a special Epiphany treat, 
and play some “Jesus” bingo (Epiphany 
edition). We will also be observing our “First 

Wednesday attendance recognition of those 
students who have perfect attendance since the 
start of Weekday School in September. 
 
You won’t want to miss out on this Twelfth Day 
of Christmas celebration. 
 

Advent by Candlelight 

Thank You 

Thank you to everyone 
that attended our fourth 
annual Advent by 
Candlelight!  We are 
thankful for all of our 
members and guests that came to begin the 
Advent Season with the words, “Be Still and 
Know that I am God” Psalm 46:10   A grateful 
thanks to all who participated in the program, to 
all of the table hostesses and also the ladies in 
the kitchen.  Your willingness to give of your 
talents and time are sincerely appreciated. May 
God’s Blessings be with you in the year 2016.  
Advent by Candlelight Committee 

 

Potluck Thank You 

Thanking all the 
congregation members 
who joined us for our 
third potluck luncheon 
on Sunday, December 
6.   The food and fellowship was a welcomed 
time with one another. A special thanks to the 
members who helped clean up afterwards, 
many hands make less work.   

. 

 

 
January 2016 
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Worship for Shut—

Ins 

Worship for Shut-Ins 

(WFSI) is a thirty-

minute Christian 

worship experience 

featuring classic hymns, the Apostles’ Creed, 

the Lord’s Prayer, and a 10-minute message 

by Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod pastors. 

Beginning on June 28, 2015, RCCA will begin 

airing WSFI on Solarus Cable Channel 3 and 

Charter Cable Channel 985 on Sunday 

mornings at 6:30 am and Wednesday 

mornings at 8:00 am.  

WSFI can also be seen on Stevens Point 

Community TV (Charter Cable Channel 984) 

at the following times: Mondays 12:30 pm, 

Tuesdays 2:00 pm, Thursdays 2:30 pm, 

Fridays 10:30 am and Saturdays at 11:00 am. 

 

January 3, 2016 – Ephesians 1:7-9a 

“Your Grace Realities” 

by Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia 
Theological Seminary~Fort Wayne, IN 

 

Because of God’s grace there are wonderful 
realities in your life. You are redeemed, you 
know God’s mystery, you are forgiven, you 
have spiritual understanding and wisdom. 

 

January 10, 2016 – Luke 3:15-22 

“One Hand Washes the Other”  

by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel 
Lutheran Church~New Haven, IN 

 

Jesus never sinned but was baptized.  He did 
so not for Himself but for us.  We have been 
baptized.  But our baptism was for our good, 
making us part of God’s eternal family, 
receiving all of the gifts that come with being a 
child of God.  Jesus’ baptism assures us that 
He came to take our place and pay in full the 
debt of our sin.  Our baptism assures us that 
we are part of God’s eternal family.     

January 17, 2016 – John 2:1-11 

“Confidence in Christ” 

by Rev. James L. Elsner, Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church~Stroh, IN 

 

Where is your confidence?  People?  
Programs?  Possessions?  Yourself?  These 
are bound to fail.  Let your confidence be in 
Christ! 

 

January 24, 2016 – Luke 4:16-21 

“The Christ, For You” 

by Rev. Dr. Daniel J. Brege, St. Paul Lutheran 
Church~Decatur, IN 

 

Jesus is the Christ.  He has come to proclaim 
good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind; to 
set at liberty those who are oppressed, and to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.  That 
which backs this preaching is Christ's death and 
resurrection. 

 

January 31, 2016 – Luke 4:31-44 

“With Authority and Power” 

by Rev. Paul E. Shoemaker, Emanuel Lutheran 
Church~New Haven, IN 

 

Jesus did not teach like other rabbis.  They 
quoted other authorities to give validity to their 
teachings.  Jesus did no such thing.  He spoke 
on His own authority and He spoke with power.  
We have Jesus’ authoritative and powerful 
teaching to share with others.  Like Jeremiah 
the prophet we have God’s own words to 
proclaim the truth of His Son, our Savior, Jesus.    
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Church Decorating Thank You 

A huge thank you  to all the 
Christmas elves who worked 
so hard to sprinkle a little 
seasonal joy for everyone 
and put our church into a 
festive mood.  Interior:  
Marcia Doescher, Marion Oleson – Narthex 
tree, Nathalie Reinke, Darleene Swen, Rose & 
Jerry Schimke, Mona & Les Heindl – Giving tree 
and Donna & Jerry Strack; Exterior: Les & 
Mona Heindl, Jon Sandberg and Bill Coley.  
May God’s Blessings be with you in the year 
2016.—The Decorating 
Committee 

 

Pick up Dishes 

If you brought food for any 
funeral or any other potluck 
and left your dish at church, please pick  them 
up from the cart in the basement.  If these items 
are not picked up soon , they are going to be 
donated to Bethesda 

 

Offering Envelopes 

 Please pick up your 2016 
offering envelopes in your 
mailbox downstairs.  
Families that have more 
than two boxes will find the 
extras on the table by the coat rack across from 
the mailboxes.  Thank you for putting your first 
and last name on your envelopes.  Your 
cooperation is appreciated!  If you didn’t get 
envelopes last year and would like envelopes 
for 2016, please call the church office.  Please 
wait until after January 1, 2016 to use your 

new envelopes. 

 

All Over– Again! 

Once again, Younker’s Community Days 
coupon sales are over and I am happy to report 
we were able to bring home to St. John 
$1,779.00 with a bonus check still to come.  
Many thanks to those who helped me: Bill & 
Sharon Coley, Doug Ross, Debbie Sandberg, 
Bonnie James, Marilyn Knoll, Rhonda Knoll, 
Judy Shepard and Judy VanErt and a huge 
thank you to my right arm, Ray Monje, who 
turned out to be the winner of the Super 
Salesman Award!  - Judy Monje 

Bethesda Thrift Shop 

 Happy New Year from the volunteers at the 
Bethesda Thrift Shop in 
the Rapids Mall.  2015 
was a great year for us 
and we hope 2016 will be 
even better. Thanks for 
you support.  In January 
we will have several 
special sales and it’s also 
the time when many folks 
decide to get new furniture and 
mattresses.  Check us out for a great 
deal.  Winter store hours are in effect from Jan. 
2 through March 12;  Monday – Friday  10:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m.  and closed on Sundays. (Since our 
storage area is full, we ask that you hold off on 
large donations until March if possible.) 

 

Annual Meeting 

The  Annual Congregational 

Meeting will be held following 

the morning service on 

Sunday, January, 24th.  All 

members are encouraged to join us.  The 

Annual Reports will be available at the meeting, 

and the weekend before, for you to review in 

advance of the meeting.  A Winter Meal will 

follow after the meeting. 

 

Hopes Door 

The generosity of our St. John Congregation is 

very impressive!  This year you responded with 

enthusiasm to the needs and wishes of the 

three families we had from Hope’s Door.  We 

were able to take 3 wonderful presents to each 

family member.  Plus, we were able to give 

each family a $25 gift card to help them 

purchase meat for their thanksgiving meal.  Also  

with your donations of money we were able to 

give each family $150.00 in script to purchase 

food for their Christmas meals and more.  

Thank you to Marion Oleson for making a lovely 

quilt for each family.  THANK YOU ALL! 
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Lutheran Hour Broadcast 

 The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the 

following radio stations on Sunday Morning: 

WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM 

at 8 a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU 

99.9 FM at 8:30 a.m.; and WRVM 91.3 FM, 

94.3 FM or 101.3 FM at 10 a.m. 

January 3 

"Life in Context" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Life is not up for grabs or out of control. Find 

real life in the context of Christ's cross and 

resurrection. (Ephesians 1:3-14) 

January 10 

"What's Running Your Life?" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

When Christ runs your life, beauty and blessing 

flow to you and through you to others. 

(Romans 6:1-11 ) 

January 17 

"Not What You'd Expect" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus turns water into wine and challenges our 

notions of what God should or shouldn't do. 

(John 2:1-11) 

January 24 

"Real Freedom" 

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 

Jesus brings the jarring message that real 

freedom can only be received from Him and 

real freedom is following Him in all things. 

(Luke 4:16-21) 

January 31 
"If Jesus Had Stayed" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz 
God wants us to love Him in response to His 
love for us. (Luke 4:42b-43 ) 
 

MORE NEW BOOKS IN 

THE LIBRARY 

Whisper, Whisper:  

Learning About Church by 

Mary Moerbe.  Rhyming 

text, in-sanctuary tips, and 

charming artwork help 

children understand the 

rituals and routines at church.  Age 1-4 

How Can I Help? God’s Calling for Kids by 

Mary J. Moerbe.  God sends people to help in 

little ways and big ways.  He calls all of us to 

love and to serve others, to help however we 

can, no matter how old or young we are.  This 

book helps children see how and where they 

are called by God to help.  Age4-7 

Search and Find Bible Stories.  Children will 

love to search for images hidden in these 

forty colorful Old and New Testament Bible 

story scenes.  Age 4-10. 

We have lots of new fiction and non-fiction 

books for adults also!  Not sure how to check 

out  books or DVD’s?  It’s easy.  Sign and 

date card in pocket. Place in file box.  When 

returning place book or DVD in drop off 

basket.  Please bring items back within 3 

weeks.  Make use of your church library 

today! 

 

Scrip Scrap Corner 

Thank you for purchasing Scrip in 2015!  Your 

continued support of the Scrip program is truly 

appreciated!.  Our profit total for December was 

$291.89. 
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