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Mission Statement: We are called by God to be the light of the world. We are to go forth and
show Jesus’ love and forgiveness through loving care for all God’s creation.
Advent and
Christmas Series
Schedule
Advent will begin on
Sunday, November
29th. Our Wednesday
Mid-Week Advent
Services will follow the
theme of Hark the
Glad Sound. We will be listening to the songs
of Zechariah, Mary, and the Angels. Services
will be in the sanctuary with the traditional
service at 10:30 a.m. and the family service at
6:30 p.m. Our Weekday School’s Children’s
Christmas Service will share the history behind
some of our favorite Christmas Carols and
Songs as we join to “Sing A Song Of
Christmas.” Christmas Eve’s theme will be
Hark the Glad Sound: Silent Night and
Christmas Day’s theme will be Hark the Glad
Sound: Joy to the World.

Adult Bible Class
The Sunday morning Bible
Class continues with the
Gospel Project
Chronological as we begin
our study of the book of
Exodus.
The Monday afternoon Bible Class will take a
short sabbatical until after the first of the year,
resuming on Monday, January 11, when we will
begin a study of Church History. The materials
we will be using are Christian History Made
Easy.

Advent Schedule Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m.; all services will be in the
sanctuary.

Epiphany Family Night
Join us on Wednesday,
January 6, for an Epiphany
Family Night of Fellowship,
Food and Fun, special Epiphany Devotion, and
a special Epiphany treat. More details and start
time to come in the coming weeks’ bulletins and
the January newsletter, but mark the date now.
You won’t want to miss out on this Twelfth Day
of Christmas celebration.

Children’s Christmas Service will be on
Sunday, December 13th, at 2:00 p.m.

Evening Guild Christmas
Party

Christmas Eve Services are at 4:00 p.m. and
6:00 p.m. and Christmas Day Service with
Holy Communion will be at 9:30 a.m.
Services on December 26 and 27 will be at our
regular worship times.

Lake Aire Supper Club—
December 1, 2015 Cocktails at
6PM Dinner at 7PM
Ladies Aid Christmas Party
The Ladies Aid would like to invite all ladies to
their Christmas Party on Thursday, Dec. 3, 2015
at noon. Bring a dish to pass and a $5.00 gift.
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Military Honor Board
Have you noticed the
new addition on the north
wall of the Narthex? It is
a United States Military
Honor Board with the
names of past and present members of our St.
John Congregation, who have served in the
United States Military. You will notice some of
the name plates have a small United States
flag in the corner of the plate which signifies
that this person is deceased. It’s place of
honor is near the elevator. Several
congregational members donated funds and
ideas for the Honor Board. Thank you.
A big Thank You to BILL COLEY for
designing and assembling all the components
to make up this nice addition to the Narthex.
21st Annual Cookie
and Candy Walk
The 21st Annual
Church-wide Cookie
and Candy Walk will
be held on Saturday, December 12th. All
members of the congregation are invited to
prepare their favorite cookies and candies for
sale by the pound. Donations are to be at the
Church by Friday, December 11th. The
Ladies Evening Guild organizes the Cookie
Walk, but the Cookie Walk is a “church-wide”
event. The proceeds are donated to a variety
of church projects. Doors will open at 9:00
AM for the public as well as members to
purchase “cookies and candies by the pound”.
Fellowship and Food
Sunday, December 6th
after the church service will
be our last potluck for the
year. All you need to bring
is your favorite dish to pass
in celebrating our 150 year
Anniversary. Please join us
for delicious food and wonderful fellowship.

Fruit Basket Lists
The Ladies Aid will be
putting together the fruit
baskets soon for
members 75 years of
age or older. If you or
someone you know is
not on the list and is 75 years of age or older
please notify the church office. We don’t want to
miss anyone that qualifies for one! Thanks for
helping us keep our list up to date.
You may pick up your basket the weekend of
December 19 and 20 after the services.
Marlyn Alft, Jeanine Arneson, Mabel Behn,
Joanne Behrend, Les & Flora Bottensek, Harriet
Brandt, Jan Bremmer, Bill Coley, David &
Dorothy Cook, John & Doreen Cook, Ron &
Marcia Doescher, Jim Eberhardt, Gordon
Eberhardt, Ronald Geiger, Grace Gilman,
Robert Hanneman, Les & Mona Heindl, Eva
Helke, Emily Henke, Chet James, Doug Kasten
Dick & Kathy Kertis, Jack Kester, Jere & Bev
Kirst, Arlene Knoll, Lorin & Carol Lutz, Ray
Monje, Pastor Paul Mueller, Doris Oleson,
Marion Oleson, Diann Peotter, Shirley Piekarski,
Lester Rabska, Nathalie Reinke, Charles &
Darlene Rickman, Bertie Rosenthal, Gladys
Sawaska, Rose Schimke, Larry Shepard, Helen
Schoenick, Donald & Ardel Schoenick, Howard
Schuldt, Jerry & Donna Strack, William & Lois
VerVoort, Robert Warren, Alice Witte, Jean
Zeman and Dorothy Zimmerman.
Flower & Bulletin Charts
The new 2016 flower and
bulletin sign up charts will be
available soon on the north
bulletin board. If you have
signed up for either (especially flowers) over the
past few years, please give your fellow
members an opportunity to sign up, then if after
a few weeks your date is open then sign up for
it. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Worship for Shut—Ins
Worship for Shut-Ins
(WFSI) is a thirty-minute
Christian
worship
experience
featuring
classic
hymns,
the
Apostles’ Creed, the
Lord’s Prayer, and a 10-minute message by
Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod pastors.
Beginning on June 28, 2015, RCCA will begin
airing WSFI on Solarus Cable Channel 3 and
Charter Cable Channel 985 on Sunday
mornings at 6:30 am and Wednesday mornings
at 8:00 am.
WSFI can also be seen on Stevens Point
Community TV (Charter Cable Channel 984) at
the following times: Mondays 12:30 pm,
Tuesdays 2:00 pm, Thursdays 2:30 pm, Fridays
10:30 am and Saturdays at 11:00 am.
December 6, 2015 – Philippians 1:3-6
“I Thank God – For You”
by Rev. Dr. Walter A. Maier III, Concordia
Theological Seminary~Fort Wayne, IN
The Apostle Paul would say to us, “I thank God
– for you.” He would do so, because of our
partnership in the Gospel, and because God,
who began a good work in us, will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ.
December 13, 2015 – Philippians 4:4-7
“Rejoice in the Lord”
by Rev. Dr. Daniel J. Brege, St. Paul Lutheran
Church~Decatur, IN
Unfortunately some people believe that rejoicing
only occurs when we are having fun or being
entertained. Christ's birth, his life, his death and
his resurrection enable us to rejoice in the
Lord…always!

December 27, 2015 – Luke 2:29-32
“Salvation for All”
by Rev. Dr. Thomas R. Ahlersmeyer, Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, Fort Wayne, IN
Jesus came for all, including the despised
Gentiles. His love comes for YOU, no matter
how unworthy or unlovable you think you are.
Bethesda Thrift and
Christmas Shops
The Bethesda Thrift Shop
and Christmas Shop in
the Rapids Mall has a
large amount of
Christmas items, winter
clothing, new furniture
and mattresses, and
much more. December is a great time to shop
at Bethesda because the entire month has great
sales on clothing, books/media and Christmas
items. The stores are open on Sundays through
December 20 from noon to 4:00 p.m. Among
other sales, we will have a special Clearance
sale (50% off almost everything in the store) on
December 26. The store will be open Christmas
eve from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and New
Year’s Eve from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The
Store is closed Christmas Day and New Year’s
Day. The store is staffed entirely by volunteers
and all our profits help folks with intellectual and
physical disabilities serviced by Bethesda in
group homes throughout the country. All our
volunteers wish you all a very blessed
Christmas season and thanks for a great year!
Annual Report Deadline
It’s that time again!! Annual reports from all
boards and organizations need to be brought or
e-mailed to the church office by Monday,
December 28, 2015.

December 20, 2015
“Christmas Lessons and Carols”
by Rev. James L. Elsner, Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church~Stroh, IN
Hear the Bible’s story of salvation and the birth
of Jesus through Scripture and song!
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Lutheran Hour Broadcast

Scrip Scrap Corner

The Lutheran Hour can be heard on the following radio stations on Sunday Morning:
WAXX 104.5 FM at 6:30 a.m.; WDLB 1450 AM
at 8 a.m.; WDUX 92.7 FM at 8 a.m.; WSAU
99.9 FM at 8:30 a.m.; and WRVM 91.3 FM,
94.3 FM or 101.3 FM at 10 a.m.

With the holiday’s fast
approaching we’d like
to remind you that Scrip
cards make terrific
stocking stuffers.
McDonald’s comes in
$5 & $10
denominations and
Culvers in $10. For your gift shopping, we
routinely carry Younkers and Kohl’s but can
special order most anything you would like such
as Land’s End, L.L. Bean, Cabala’s, Eddie Bauer,
Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as well as many
others. This past year Danny K’s and Rocky
Rococo’s have been added in $25 denomination
at a 10% profit which would also make a great
gift for the hard to buy for person on your list.
Our profit total for November was $231.96.

December 6
"The Voice"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
The voice of John the Baptist calls us to repent
and trust in the Savior Who walked in our
shoes. (Luke 3:1-20)
December 13
"The Lord is Near"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
God's message is simple and straightforward:
Jesus is near-put your trust in Him!
(Philippians 4:4-7)
December 20
"The Gift in the Manger"
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Gregory Seltz
From the manger to the cross to resurrection
life, God is in the giving business for all of us to
receive and believe. (Luke 2:8-12)
December 27
"No Regrets"
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev.
Ken Klaus Jesus invites you to leave your
burden of regret at the foot of His cross.
(1Timothy 1:16)

Life Circles
Christmas
Gathering
Life Circles
would like to
extend an
invitation to all
Life Circle,
Compassionate
Friends and any
others that would like to join us for a
Christmas lunch at the Hill Top Pub and Grill
in Stevens Point. The date is December 17th
on a Thursday at 1:00pm. Instead of a gift
exchange, please bring a donation, amount
to be determined by you, which will be
donated to a local charity. The Charity will be
determined that day from a list of: BOYS
AND GIRLS CLUB, RIVERVIEW CANCER
CENTER, HUMANE SOCIETY OR THE
FOOD PANTRY. Please join us for lunch and
fellowship! Everyone is invited and feel free
to bring a friend!! RSVP to Sue Helmuth at
715-423-8022 by Dec. 15th. See you there!
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Thank You
The library committee
would like to thank all
those who helped
make our book sale a
success by donating or
purchasing items. The
profits from our sale are used to purchase new
items. Stop in and see what’s new. It's also a
good time to checkout a few Christmas items
for your children or grandchildren, too! Some
DVD’s you may enjoy as a family include: The
Christmas Miracle, My Christmas Soldier, or the
Holiday Collector’s Set (4 films plus 20 holiday
songs). Or how about the magical tale of a
young girl, an angel, and the very first
Christmas pageant in the book Probity Jones
and the Fear Not Angel by Walter Wangerin, Jr.
We also have several Hide and Seek books My
Christmas Star and My Christmas Angel and so
much more.
Office Thank You
I would like to thank everyone that has helped
in some way or other in the office. It is greatly
appreciated. Thank you also to those who
donated paper or sponsored the weekly
bulletin. Thank you Doug and Karen Ross for
continuing to be our after office hours parcel
pick up. Thank you to our custodians Marcia
Doescher and Bill Coley for all you do as well to
keep the church looking good inside or outside.
Christmas Blessing to All—Sharon
Offering Envelopes
Please pick up your 2016
offering envelopes in your
mailbox downstairs.
Families that have more
than two boxes will find the
extras on the table by the coat rack across from
the mailboxes. Please include your first and
last name on your envelopes to insure that you
are getting credit for your tithe. Do you receive
unsolicited mail with free mailing labels? This is
a great way to use them! Please wait until after
January 1, 2016 to use your new envelopes.

Door Collection
We will be taking up a door
collection each weekend for
the next 3 weekends
(November 21 &22,
November 28 & 29 and
December 5 & 6) to raise money to divide
equally between the 3 families so they can
purchase food for their Christmas meals. The
members of St. John Lutheran Church are
very generous and giving people! The
ornaments put on the “Giving Tree” have been
taken off by you to purchase gifts for each
family member. Marion Oleson has made a
beautiful quilt for each of the families. Thank
you! The Human Care Board
Chili Feed Update
Thank you to everyone who donated items or
money toward the preparations of the Chili,
Tomato Soup, and Grilled Cheese
Sandwiches, and to the great crew working the
kitchen helping to prepare and serve. Thank
you also for the wonderful selection of
desserts to finish off the meal. We were able to
raise $250.00 to donate to American Heroes
Café. Thank you again for your support; we’ll
be back at it again next year, Lord willing.
Lutheran Witness Subscriptions
Price per year is $22.01 (11 issues June/July
issue is a combined edition). Please make
your check out to St. John Lutheran Church
and on the memo line write “Lutheran Witness”
Mail or drop your payment off at the church
office by Monday, December 14. New
subscription will begin in March 2016.
LLL Meeting
Lutheran Laymen’s Zone 17 Meeting Friday,
December 4th at 6:00 P.M. St. John’s –
Kellner Meal at 6:00 PM. Program to Follow –
Marv Altis and the Choristers.
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