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Mission  
Statement 

We are called by God 
to be the light of the 
world.  We are to go 

forth and show Jesus’ 
love and forgiveness 

through loving care for 
all God’s creation 

MARCH 2009 

Date    Theme      Pastor 
Mar. 4-Lent 1   Marching Feet, Clashing Swords/Soldiers Stecker, Immanuel 
Mar. 11-Lent 2  Cock Crowing/Peter    Petersen, St. Paul’s 
Mar. 18-Lent 3  Weeping/Women    Ficken, Beautiful Savior 
Mar. 25-Lent 4  Water, Washing Hands/Pilate  Ader 
Apr. 1-Lent 5   Nails & Whip/Golgotha   Grohs, Immanuel  
 
All services will be held here at St. John at 10:30 AM & 6:30 PM  

Lenten Mid-Week Schedule “Sounds of the Passion” 

Two Lenten Devotionals are being offered this year from Lutheran Hour 
Ministries. Copies are available in the narthex. 
 
Given For Us-During Lent, we are reminded of an event that was carried 
out completely on our behalf.  It was painful beyond all imaginings; it 
was monstrous beyond all violence.  It was the crucifixion of Jesus Christ 
of Nazareth on a hill outside the city of Jerusalem.  And with that or-
deal, God’s plan of salvation—as incomprehensible as it was to the  
human mind—was heading to completion when three days later He 
raised His Son from the dead. 
 
A New Perspective-It’s easy to get caught up in the routines of life—the 
normal, the mundane.  Want to try something a little different the next 
few weeks?  How about stretching yourself to 
consider a new perspective?  Lent is a time to 
pause, refocus, and reflect on Jesus’ 40 days in 
the wilderness and his journey to the cross.  
Easter is the celebration of Christ’s resurrection 
from the dead.  Let Jesus change your life.  Only 
He can give you a new perspective on life. 

We would like to  
extend a warm welcome 
to Doug Carolfi and 
Kathy Lubeck.  They 
are new members at St. 
John and will be  
getting married in 
April.   

 New Member 
Welcome 

Lenten Devotionals 
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Our church will be hosting Lutheran Laymen’s 
League on Friday, March 13 at 6:30 PM.  The  
dinner will be Corned Beef and Cabbage and the 
program will be presented by a group from St. 
Luke’s on their Servant Event to Mississippi.  Cost 
is $7.50.  For reservations call Duane Steinke at 
423-2716 by Tuesday, March 10. 

LLL at St. John 

Fellowship Calendar 
The following boards are scheduled to serve for  
Fellowship Sunday: 
March:  Board of Elders 
April:  Executive Board 
May: Board of Education 
June:  Open 
July:  Board of Finance 
August:  Board of Stewardship 
September:  Jean Zeman & Laura Neinfeldt 
October:  Board of Trustees 
November:  Board of Education 
December:  Diane Flick, Carol Pierce, Fran Kostyn 
 
Fellowship Sunday is the 2nd Sunday of the month  
after the 9:30 AM service.  Please bring bars or 
cookies and serve coffee.   
June is still open.  The sign up sheet is located on 
the north bulletin board. 

Bethesda Thrift Shop Clearance Sale 
 The Bethesda Thrift Shop in the Rapids Mall will 
have a March Clearance Sale including a week of 
50% off on clothing, shoes and books and two 
weeks of Bag Sales on all clothing.  After the sale, 
the store will be filled with spring and summer mer-
chandise (March 23). We have found that furniture 
goes well and we need your donations of good  
furniture (No TV's).  Thanks for supporting  
Bethesda and its services to people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities. 

Camp Luther Scholarships 
We would like to offer scholarships to the 
youth of our church to help them experience 
Camp Luther 2009. You can log on to 
www.campluther.com or call 715-546-3647 
for information or questions regarding spe-
cific camps. 
The Weekday School youth were able to 
share an evening with a Camp Luther staff 
member at the end of January. Pamphlets 
were available for them that night.  
Registration for the summer camps is due by 
MARCH 31, 2009 in their office. After that 
date the fees are increased by $20. Deposits 
are due at the time of registration and vary 
from $75 to $100 depending on which camp 
is chosen. 
There will be registration forms available at 
Weekday School or in the narthex. Scholar-
ship applications will also be available. The 
scholarship applications need to be com-
pleted by MARCH 23, 2009 and turned into 
the office. 
The camps that are available are as follows: 
Youth Camp Grades 3-5 
  Grades 4-6 
  Grades 5-7 
  Grades 6-8 
  Grades 7-9 
Discovery Camp – Grades 3-5 
Kinder Camp – 1 adult + pre-K/K 
Explorer Camp – Grades 1-3  
Grandkids Camp – 1 grandparent +preK-/K 
Raft Quest Sr High – Jr and Sr High 
Impact – 8, 9, 10 
Horse Camp – Jr and Sr High 
Teen Camp – Sr High 
Other Weekend Adventure Camps 
 
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 



Page 3 MARCH 2009 
 

Letter From Melanie Peterson 
Hello! 
We have just returned from the Philippines. We were fortunate to have sunny days and temps in the 
90's. We stayed at a resort on Mactan Island for the most part, and ventured out on 3 different occa-
sions for Church, a city tour, and shopping at the mall.The resort was very nice and the Filipinos 
treated us well. We learned so much in talking to the staff at the resort and our tour guide, as every-
one spoke English.  
There is much poverty there, yet everyone smiles and seems genuinely happy. Filipinos speak about 
5 different dialects (which to us, sounded similar to Spanish.) Everyone is taught to speak English in 
school from early on and education is very important to them. Even the poorest families that live in 
the slums make sure their children go to a public school. Because of the warm temps, school ends ear-
lier in the day. 
While attending a neighborhood church, a little boy approached Todd and started singing a song to 
him before Mass started. It wasn't in English so we weren't sure what that was about and wondered 
if he wanted money? The Church we attended was interesting as it had a roof, front wall behind the 
altar, but the entrance and sides were opened up to the outside so you could feel an occasional breeze 
come through, or watch birds as they too attended Mass as they perched on the cross and other nest-
ing places.Something a bit different than our usual days is that we were able to view many TV pro-
grams that we hadn't seen since we left Wisconsin. CNN, David Letterman, American Idol, Oprah, to 
name a few. Watching most of the Inauguration of President Obama was an added bonus. It was 
amazing to see that the entire world had there attention to the US and the President's inauguration. 
Shopping at the mall was fun.  We saw many more products from U.S.A. as there is a bigger influ-
ence of Western society in the Philippines than Korea.  Todd even found Cheetos! (Korea has their 
own version of this snack, but it's just not the same.  Korea's snacks are more sweet than salty.  They 
use salt very sparingly in Korea as a health concern.) Our city tour took 4 hours. We were taken to 
Cebu City to see some major landmarks. Magellan's Cross, The Church of Santo Nino a Chinese Tao-
ist Temple, and a museum of the home of the first Filipino Catholic Bishop. In our travels to and 
from the landmarks it was also interesting to see the locals out and about in the city. The different 
forms of transportation consisted of bicycles and motorcycles with custom-made side carts to allow 
them to transport people and/or merchandise. Mini buses called Jeepneys could hold up to 12 passen-
gers. There were no speed limits or lines on the roads for the most part and we only encountered traf-
fic lights a couple times throughout the entire tour. Intersections, we were told, "just work out" as 
the first bumper to get there, goes first.  Security was everywhere, we were even scanned with a wand 
as we entered the mall.  
Mardi Gras was celebrated in Cebu the day after we arrived. We considered going but were concerned 
about safety so we stayed back and enjoyed what the resort had to offer in relaxing and dining.  The 
Filipino Mardi Gras celebrates the arrival of Christianity to the Philippines.  Ferdinand Magellan is 
credited with bringing Christianity when he arrived in 1519.  He was killed a short time later by a 
king on Mactan Island, Lapu Lapu, who refused to pay Magellan and the king of Spain homage.  
There are still many reminders of Spanish influence and Magellan's fateful trip.  It was a different 
experience from Korea in having everyone speak our language. There was a variety of western food, 
(the food was delicious) shopping was easier as we could read labels, and we could always keep our 
shoes on. No chopsticks used this week.  As much as we enjoyed the Philippines and hope to visit  
continued on page 4 



Continued from page 3 
again someday, it was good to get back to our familiar Jeju.  It's very safe here, inexpensive to eat,  
as there's no tipping. Our Korean friends missed us, and that felt good too. Now we're back into our 
old routine. Todd's back teaching, I'm getting caught up on household chores and corresponding 
back home. I start my Korean lessons up again this week and with the weather getting warmer I 
need to start getting out more and hiking.  My favorite trek is an oreum (pronuounced "odum") 
called 1 dong bong. It is one of the 362 parasitic volcanos on the island and practically in our back 
yard.  The temps here are in the 50's, and I actually swatted a mosquito yesterday.  The school year 
has come to an end and restarts in March when all the students move up a grade. Todd will have his 
own classroom now in both schools and will be using the gift of money from St. John's to buy much 
needed school supplies. My next batch of pictures will be of that event.  
 
Thank-you all for your prayers and support in our adventure. 
In His Grace, 
Melanie 
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Letter From Melanie Peterson  

Shirt Orders 
If you are 
interested 
in ordering 
a shirt with 
the church 
logo on it 
please place 

your order on the sheet in the 
narthex by March 9.   
Two styles are available, Polo 
($12.50) and T-shirt ($6.00).   
 
Thank you.--Stewardship 
Board. 

Hearts For Jesus 
Because the need to help 
SWEPS has increased, we 
will be extending our Food 
Pantry Drive into March for 
Hearts for Jesus.  Please 
bring your pantry items and 
leave them either in the  
narthex or under the “Big 
Heart” in the basement.  The 
Weekday School Students 
will add the items to the 
shelves and add hearts to 
represent your contributions.  
This will continue through 
the end of March. 
P.S.  The Human Care Board 
is also participating in this 
food drive.  We hope that the 
congregation will help in-
crease our giving through the 
month of March.  Thank you 
for your continuing support! 

Thank You 

My friends at St. John - On February 23rd, I 
moved to Arborwood Lodge!  My new address is:  
1331 Whitrock Avenue, Apt. #207, Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wisconsin 54494.  My new telephone 
number is:  (715) 421-2303.  Hope you can stop 
by for a visit.  Marion Swen. 

The Ladies Aid would like to 
thank everyone for making the 
pie sale such a great success.   
Thanks to everyone who  
purchased pies-- we sold 66 pies 
and made $396.00.   
 
Thank you to the committee-
Elaine Polansky, Donna Strack, 
Marion Oleson, Kelley Steinke, 
and Mona Heindl for baking 46 
pies and thanks to all those who 
baked and donated the rest of the 
pies.     
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The Apple Of His Eye Completes Historic First Israel Outreach 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow... 
 
The first ever outreach by the LCMS in Israel was competed on Sunday, February 1st, 2009.  By God's 
grace, we were able to distribute 6,000+ gospel tracts in Tel Aviv. During our outreach, we also re-
ceived 40+ contacts - names and e-mail addresses or phone numbers of unsaved Jewish people who 
wanted to know more and/or receive a free copy of the New Testament in Hebrew.  
We have given the names over to our friends at Jews For Jesus who will be involved in the direct 
followup resulting from our efforts here.  
We prayed throughout the week that the Lord would indeed draw someone to Himself through sal-
vation. On the last day the last sortie, Alan Butterworth was distributing literature at Yitzak Rabin 
Square (the place where he was assassinated), when someone riding a bicycle past him stopped and 
took some literature. As the conversation continued Roni discovered that his sin kept him from a 
personal relationship with the Lord. Alan clearly explained the Gospel and asked him if there was 
any reason he should not confess Jesus as his savior. Right on the street God brought the miracle of 
salvation through faith in Y'shua. Praise God for His mighty acts in human lives. Please pray for him 
as he wrestles with new growth. Zeev from Jews For Jesus will be in contact with him for followup. 
We realized some important lessons from our time in Israel: 
 
1. People are open to talk about Jesus 
2. There is real opposition - but different from what was expected - the hardest part comes from 
within our own selves to extend beyond comfort levels so that others may have a genuine hearing of 
the Gospel.  
3. While Hebrew is the predominate language, we were able to communicate with others but we 
would be far more effective if we had language skills. 
4. Tel Aviv is the 14th most expensive city in the world. (NYC is 24th) 
5. 96% of the people there are Jewish.  
6. Human needs do not change from country to country, and we see that the message of salvation is 
just as relevant today as it was 2,000 years ago in Israel.  
Following our outreach, we took part in three days of consultations with 
Christians from other countries and agencies who are doing various minis-
tries in Israel.  
 
The primary question on the table was: WHAT ROLE MIGHT APPLE OF HIS EYE MINISTRIES PLAY IN 
REACHING JEWISH PEOPLE IN ISRAEL AND HELPING TO EQUIP OTHERS TO DO THE SAME MORE EFFEC-
TIVELY.  
Our learnings were: 
1. There is a need to strengthen and encourage the body of believers to be more bold in their per-
sonal and corporate witness in Israel. 
2. We can add to existing ministries and work cooperatively where in the past most have gone it 
alone. 
3. Direct evangelism is effective and people are willing to talk - it is just that many Christians living 
in Israel are in the minority and have chosen to focus on indirect means of cultivating relationships. 
There is a need for leadership which we could offer. 
4. Using the Internet as an evangelism tool has not been effectively used in Israel yet. We might be 
able to bring some value to add there as well as in Russia. 
Continued on page 6 
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5. The laws are different there, and each activity needs to be done in full accordance with the laws of 
the land and not to subvert them.  
Our conclusion... 
 
Direct evangelism can be an effective tool for outreach in Israel, and there is both a need and opportu-
nity for The Apple of His Eye to expand our efforts there.  
Please pray for the Followup which will take place and for our serious consideration of strategic plan-
ning for Israel ministries.  
Your prayers and mission support enable us to move forward. Please prayerfully help us as we enter 
this crossroads for the future of our ministry. 
Thank you for standing with us! May God bless you richly in these challenging times. 
 
Yours in Y'shua  
Steve Cohen on behalf of all of our staff and volunteers at The Apple of His Eye.  
Romans 1:16 
 
The Apple of His Eye Mission Society 
PO Box 6977 
St. Louis  MO 63123 
636-326-4040 
Your mission support at this time enables us to move forward in these challenging times where the 
Gospel is urgently needed.  
 www.appleofhiseye.org 
 
The Apple of His Eye is a Recognized Service Organization of The Lutheran Church Missouri 
Synod 
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Please Help Goodwill Help Others 
Goodwill is in urgent need of gently used clothing, shoes and 
housewares.  Please fill boxes or bags with these items and bring 
them to the donation drive-thru at Good will.  Attendants will 
help you unload, and give you a tax-deductible receipt. 
Here’s how your donations help others.  When you donate to 
Goodwill, it creates jobs in our stores; and when you shop, you 
support our programs, which improve lives and our  
communities.  This is our Goodwill Promise, and why your  
support is so important to help us fulfill our mission in the  
communities we serve. 
One of our programs, for example, is the GoodNeighbor  
Initiative.  We partner with local social service agencies that  
distribute Goodwill vouchers to people in need of emergency 
clothing and household items.  In 2008, more than 300 agencies 
referred 22,834 people in need for goods totaling $570,835.   
Donations to Goodwill will help us continue important work 
such as this. 

A Way To Help Others 
Lutheran Counseling and  
Family Services of Wisconsin is 
presently looking for new mem-
bers for its Board of Directors.  
LCFS provides Christian mental 
health therapy (including  
alcohol and other drug abuse 
counseling), family life educa-
tion and adoption services.  If 
you have a heart for this type of 
ministry, have the energy to 
make a difference in your com-
munity and are familiar with the 
responsibilities of present day 
board membership, please give 
Dr. Chuck Meseck a call at 414-
536-8333.  Thank You. 




